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Support for Community Sport 

 
Sport Inverclyde 

 
Each week hundreds of people throughout Inverclyde give their time freely to 
support sport and recreational activities in the community. They are involved 
in sport club training, coaching, administration or officiating, which in many 
ways demonstrates that the development of grass root sport would just not 
happen without the attendant hard work and commitment of these people. 
 
Volunteers create that opening, that opportunity for people, particularly young 
people to become involved in sport, whether it be football, badminton, 
basketball, swimming or tennis. They offer the opportunity to come and try, to 
develop that initial interest in the sport, to nurture that interest and develop 
skills and then to hone those skills, creating a competitive athlete. 
 
Volunteers are role models in the community. They work hard with their 
group, by getting to know the child or young person as a person first and 
foremost, getting to know their ability and how this can be developed, and 
finally their aspirations, by understanding what the young person wants to 
achieve from sport. They work hard at improving the self esteem of young 
people; giving them a purpose through sport, which many young people may 
not have nowadays through employment.   
 
There are many great examples of excellent volunteering in Inverclyde, with 
local and national success. The Greenock Telegraph regularly print reports on 
the success of our young athletes, in competition throughout the country, and 
many of these go on to perform on the national stage and hopefully thereafter 
on the international stage. This in turn brings a focus back to the Inverclyde 
community, which creates a great feeling of community well being. There is a 
story behind each and every one of those young sports performers featured in 
these press articles, how they developed an interest in the sport; how that 
interest got them started in the sport; and how that interest was nurtured to 
achieve the success they are currently enjoying. 
 
Sport Inverclyde recognises the excellent role volunteers play in the 
development of sport, and we also understand the problems that many 
volunteers face in trying to keep apace with development in the PVG Scheme 
and Coach Education for example and offer our advice, support and in many 
cases financial support to those volunteers connected with affiliated clubs. A 
few years ago, when Glasgow was announced as the host city for the 2014 
Commonwealth Games, we decided to invest a large portion of our grant 
funding into a Coach Education Fund, because we recognised the importance 
of coaches being qualified to the highest possible standards. We also 
understood that for a coach to meet this standard, with many sports adopting 
the UKCC coaching standards, it would be extremely costly to both them and 
their club, so we agreed to meet where possible up to 50% of a coaches 
coach education costs. This scheme has been running with some success 
since with a number of clubs taking advantage of this small grant funding. 
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The PVG Scheme, too has brought it’s on pressure to clubs and individuals 
involved in the development of children and young people, and again, we 
have a role in providing an understanding to clubs and coaches of the 
importance of this scheme, not only to themselves, but to the club as a whole, 
as many parents will support and continue to support a well run organisation. 
We have, through the CRBS been able to provide free PVG Disclosures to 
club volunteers. 
 
We fundamentally believe that every child and young person has a purpose 
and a skill which can be developed. Whilst for a variety of reasons, many of 
these people do not realise this potential, those who do can thank those 
volunteers for the time, hard work and effort they put into that young person’s 
formative years, which has resulted in their success. Usain Bolt, the world’s 
greatest sprinter, while blessed with raw talent and a belief in his ability, would 
not have attained his success if it had not been for volunteer coaches in 
Jamacia, being responsible for developing and nurturing that talent and belief 
which has created his world wide acclaim.     
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